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Preface

This research follows and expands a previous study that examined 
and compared the 30 insurgencies begun and completed worldwide 
between 1978 and 2008, published in 2010 as Victory Has a Thousand 
Fathers: Sources of Success in Counterinsurgency.1 This report supersedes 
that earlier publication in most respects. Like the original effort, the 
research documented here recounts the demonstrated effectiveness of 
a variety of counterinsurgency (COIN) concepts through case studies 
of insurgencies. However, the base of evidence has been expanded to 
71 cases—all of the insurgencies completed worldwide between 1944 
and 2010.

In addition to expanding the number and scope of the cases, the 
effort entailed broadening the accompanying analyses. All analyses 
conducted as part of the original effort are repeated, but several new 
ones have been added, including an analysis of the duration of insur-
gencies and of factors that are unique to cases involving support to the 
counterinsurgent force from an outside actor.

This report presents findings from all the analyses and explains 
the study’s case selection and methods. It also presents an overview 
and in-depth assessments of the key concepts, practices, and factors 
that feature prominently in successful COIN operations. The 41 new  
case studies are summarized in the companion volume, Paths to  
Victory: Detailed Insurgency Case Studies (RR-291/2-OSD, available at  

1	 Christopher Paul, Colin P. Clarke, and Beth Grill, Victory Has a Thousand Fathers: Sources 
of Success in Counterinsurgency, Santa Monica, Calif.: RAND Corporation, MG-964-OSD, 
2010b.
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http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR291z2.html). A com-
panion volume to the original study, Victory Has a Thousand Fathers: 
Detailed Counterinsurgency Case Studies, includes detailed case histories 
for each of the original 30 COIN campaigns.2 A spreadsheet with the 
full case data for all 71 cases is available for download at http://www.
rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR291z1.html.

This work will be of interest to defense analysts and military plan-
ners who are responsible for evaluating current and future U.S. opera-
tions and COIN approaches; to academics and scholars who engage in 
historical research on COIN, insurgency, and irregular warfare; and to 
students of contemporary and historic international conflicts. 

This research was sponsored by Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation, Irregular Warfare Division 
(OSD[CAPE]IW), and conducted within the International Security 
and Defense Policy Center of the RAND National Defense Research 
Institute, a federally funded research and development center spon-
sored by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Staff, the Uni-
fied Combatant Commands, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the defense 
agencies, and the defense Intelligence Community.

For more information on the International Security and Defense 
Policy Center, see http://www.rand.org/nsrd/ndri/centers/isdp.html or 
contact the director (contact information is provided on the web page).

2	 Christopher Paul, Colin P. Clarke, and Beth Grill, Victory Has a Thousand Fathers: 
Detailed Counterinsurgency Case Studies, Santa Monica, Calif.: RAND Corporation,  
MG-964/1-OSD, 2010a.

This content downloaded from 188.173.170.16 on Mon, 27 Apr 2020 09:42:56 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms


